


17 Nov* 69 



.uear Gary: 

■ A. 

Sorry for delay in answering your letter of 25 Uet. As von 
icnow f r am. sty o orr esp onden ee with Harold, I an swamped with thinks to 

dO # 

Enclosed 1 b latest letter to Harold. 

, P^gtitre : Enclosed are three slides, which vou nay 

-tceep. XsaaK&jm. Since making them I learned ffcom Heweomb that the 

picture is worthless* It was taken not on the morning of the 
assassination^^ butonthe S4th of Hot., the day of the S3 re -enact - 
ment. It*s evident if you compare some things visible in the 

same things in the 3S re-enactment pictures* 
notably the wires tnat stretch across the water cool on the 

ing m?ters! iIPUSt0ji St ‘ 8,14 the »Eo Parking” signs over the park- 
in u i f ad ^tttf 11 to Hewcomh about the picture, for I knew that 
he had been excited about it, arid I was curious chiefly to know 

^ photographer to^taice apicture 
oi t-ie b\a laing when it had no importance whatever at the time 
1 . 5 as . grateful f or ttie information that Fred passed, but somewhat 
mifieo^by tne tonr of his reply. It was contemptuous to an un- 

t^ e S e ' d n^ ere ?\.rii h01ieh 1 f GS ^ >osed to know all the things 
that xjneyi. 1 v* ould nave uaicen it with a grain of salt if it 

were not Eewcomb himself who initially contributed to the stir of 
interest in this picture. 

• se ?? s ta a fantastic lot of good stuff that he is 

holding for nis own. That rankles me, too. He *11 present us with 
an analysis in the form of a fait accomli and we win .«*+ w.L Z 
chimoe to view thiaes exo.pt WXieht of ' w hat ho T^l Tout ILL 

yroo # ' S™ooi°° ^ ! vi J?. n0t haTe J0ur Jn * m ° on info ^oiyea from 

„ li-?£ °f lack wound : VJhat you say about JFK not showing visible 

response to this if he received the throat wound first is exactly- 

Sfiv 1 r° te t0 H f’° ld in a letter of a or so ago. SSold 
thinks he sees relevant aovemement around 2291 or so, cut I have 

not studied this closely and would like to see ^chives slideTbef ore 

recelvinr^ri J°' a ^ f? 68 ? .^^panae from this wounl cSter 
-holler? **+£??? w ound } ^ w?h ould b e only a slight movement of the 
ohou^oers-- that s what I*a look for, anyway. But events were in 
such a state of crisis, that it*s hak to sSy what S ould happen 

feithout carefutly checking Harold’s assertion, my present stlt“e' of 
^owledgeis^hat evidence or the back htt ie’not $1 Bible. in z! 
i.r tiiere ig discrepance between location of wound on JFV 

S5 3 \ lrt s? a 00at > thea « T e JS £« h 

«oat «sk“oheS uS ““ T "»* a *«- a “ M » 

I believe back hit was not the first hit on JFK. X base this 
?® rme ^' v ’ il£> 3a i& be saw bullet hit J'FK in the back 
- indi ° a ^®£ J - Be f- ett not looking in JFK' a direction 

( imt>ae+ back nennett would see bullet strike 

(impact causes puffing or ruffling of clothes), but he would not 

2??jr. h0:L * ia5a0t - I thU* Bennett on ’esteemed l^ortLt 

witness, naturally, he was never called to testify. P 
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Ante rior neck r iibsen.ce of metal on JFK tie and shirt front is 
not ruinous to either argument —exit or entry. The presence of 
metal traces. would „M_indicat iye of entry, but the absence of traces 
has no bearing either v*ay. The reason is that a bullet does not 
necessarily have -to leave copper traces of Itself on fibers. 

Besides, Frazier’s examination of the slits dig not extend to 
speotro analysis — all he dis was X-ray the slits, and I doubt 
whether slight traces of metal would show, even if they were there. 
The amounts would be minuscule. I don’t care, anyway, for X do 
not think the question i3 relevant. If metal traces were evident 
i. wouj.d consider it almost conclusive for entrance, but absence of 
mat al traces has no evidentiary value, either positive or negative. 

, I admit puzzlement about the slits, but see no means whereby 
they can have been caused by a flying missile— no matter what the 
ooaposition of the missile, and no matter what the direction. 

An entrance of a bullet would certainly have produced holes, not 
slits. An exit of a missile — whether bone or metal — yigra-fr*- might 
produce slits only ix the missile itself were long, iri'egul&r in 
shape, and traveling” sideways” , That can’t be the case here, because 
such a missile would have produced a correspondingly long and irreg- 
ular wound in JFK’s neck. 

Sothing makes sense except that the slits are hand -made. Frasier 
says they are tears; that inclines me tfc think that the fibers were 
torn and not cut with an instrument. Another possibility is that 
there were indeed bullet entrance holes in the" shirt which were 
extended by means of tearing so as to distort their character and 
obscure their evidentiary value. 



Head debris near -manhole cover : , R off man says this is visible 
in Zapruder as the camera pans in that direction. 1 can’t confirm 
that observation, for all I have is the copy from Fred. The Archive 
slides should show it Clearly, if it is there. 



Archives Zapruder : Knowledge that this contains the same 



Newcomb’s copy is very exciting. Fred only told me that 
.£> discoveries “were £i&d_o , Imt i <xs usu&X) never aien'fcionod 



re 



rr ell’s 



visit 



to 



splices as 
interesting 

what the ^ discoveries were . Me described Mary, 
the Archives, but did not mention that it was. -she who went . 

this, means, of course, either that LIFE did not buy the original 
but a doctored copy, or that they have the original are' 
the doctored copy. I suspect the former. 

Kov/ I wonder what is the purpose of the doctoring.. ' 

.glides of movie frames : If you have movies for which you want 



issuing 



individual 
I can make 



frames on 
these che-’ 



slide a 

ply with the facilities that I h 



you can send them to me 



if 

rye 



you want, 
here at 



i Ue oS ?S */ i'ke ^ quality is excellent. I can enlarge 8ram movie fr cases 
to <£.Omjs (on slides)— i.e. the image of the 8mn movie 



on the slide . dolor 
in the PGA film and l 



is good, too. I 
’red * s ,Z apruder . 



have done it 
I can make 



.frame is 20ma 
with some sequences 
20 slides for $3.50. 



\v X 
TiS5 



Lift on : I understand how you feel. I 
th him lately that I consider myself out o 
well, for it appears that there is nothin 



have had so little contact 
f touch with him. Just 
g tnat he can do for me. 
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Bal^fex window t -rCoffmsn*s reference is to the open .window on 
second xio or t jus t t o the left ) looking at the Picture ) of 
the^ aan on the fire escape — the window that Weisberg indicates 
in WW 2. In versions of Altgens 3 that 1 have sees I note in that 
window only what appears to be the bare left arm of a nan with a 
u&rk complexion . imd x*m not even sure of that* Hoffman v/ill 
send his copy of the picture (made directly from the original 
negative) and. I* 11 check his observations. Also 1*11 get it on 
Xx what A off man says is correct* 1*11 moke blow—up 3 of 
that area. 

photo made from the original negative is available from 
ior b7.50, more than I can afford right now, but in time -I shall 
probably buy a copy of my own. 

betgner pi ctur e s : Betzner*s conditions for letting vou have 

the picture area appalling, but better than nothing, I guess. 

It s nearing 22 November, so pehaps Life will arain throw us 
a few photographic crumbs. Those greedy bastard. 

* . ^ave no ^ sen ^ copies of my memo to the people you mention, 
but I shall soon. ' 



Forget about sending me Thompson's book. mBT 1*11 work this 
out some other way . My own copy has been cut up so badly that I 
suppose I can justify buying another. I wish that I had had access 
u0 photo facility before I put that book to the knife. 

1 have made slides for Harold and extend.-- the. ; same' offer to 
you, if you can. use me more cheaply then you can use other means. 



So long. 



Still, 

'hi 



ec. Y/eisberg 




